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Crow's conduct in the East was such as might have
been expected from his antecedents. The ill-will, after
gathering strength for seven years, culminated in 1646,
when he attempted to serve the King and to fill his own
pocket by confiscating the property of the Parliament's
partisans in Turkey, and getting them imprisoned. Where-
upon the Parliament, at the request of the Company and
with the King's unwilling consent, recalled him, and Sir
Thomas Bendyshe was sent in his stead (1647). But
Crow would not yield his place, and defended it with all
the means at his disposal: his case being that Bendyshe
had come out with a very disputable authority. Both
belligerents appealed for help to the Porte. The pashas
put themselves up to auction. Bendyshe outbid his rival.
The English Embassy was invaded by the Sultan's
officers. Crow was turned out of doors with his lady, chil-
dren, and servants, was taken first to Smyrna, and thence
to England, where he was immediately committed to the
Tower (1648). The Committee for the Navy was ordered
to investigate his case. But the investigation was cut
short by the same events that cost Charles his head, and
Crow remained in the Tower till 1656, awaiting trial. *

1 See a contemporary pamphlet: " Subtilty and Cruelty, or a
True Relation of the Horrible and Unparalleled Abuses and
Intolerable Oppressions exercised by Sir Sackville Crow, His
Majesties Ambassador at Constantinople, and his Agents, in seiz-
ing upon the Persons and Estates of the English Nation resident
there, and at Smyrna, etc." (London, 1646); Letters from Charles I
to the Sultan and the Grand Vizier, " Given at Our Court this
2ith January in the 22th yeare of Our Raigne, Anno Domini
1646'* ( = 1647), in S.P. Foreign, Turkey, No. 17; a Petition
from the Levant Company to Oliver Cromwell, dated Oct. 20,
1657, ibid.; Sir Sackville's own Petition for reparation, House
of Lords Calendar, July 12, 1660, Hist. MSS. Comm. Rep. VII,
115. For some evidence that Charles contemplated the confisca-
tion of the English merchants' effects in Turkey to his use, and
that he was encouraged to do so by the Venetians who, seeing in
the Civil War a chance of ruining their English rivals in the Levant